
Look at these photos of two ordinary objects. What are they?A1

You are going to hear part of a quiz programme. Were you correct?

Listen again and complete these sentences.A3

A2

Look at the sentences in A3. 

1 In which sentences does the speaker feel sure? 

2 In which sentences does the speaker feel unsure? 

Look at the recording script on page 189. Complete what the questioner says to 
the teams.

1 Team A, say what’s in your photo?

2 Team B, say what the object is?

Look at the words you’ve written. Do they mean the same? 

A5

A4

certainty and possibility; ability
Modals 3

� 15

15

Photo A Photo B

1 It be an insect. 5 It be a headlight.

2 It be a hairbrush. 6 It’s the wrong shape. It be a needle.

3 It be a flower. 7 It be a pencil.

4 It be a book. 8 It be a pen because that looks like ink.

might

BA

A Context listening
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Certainty and possibility
When we’re sure something is true, we use must:
It must be a pen because that looks like ink.
They must be at home because the light is on.
When we think something is possible, we use might/could/may:
It could be a butterfly because those are its wings.
He might be her brother but I’m not sure. 
When we’re sure something isn’t true, we use can’t:
It can’t be a butterfly because it hasn’t got a body. (not It mustn’t be a butterfly.)
That can’t be Sue’s car because hers is at the garage.

We also use might/could/may when we are uncertain about the future:
I may go to Greece next month. (= it’s possible but I’m not certain)
My football team might win the cup.

Ability  (I can ..., I’m able to ..., I could ...) 
I can = I know how to do something or it is possible for me to do something. 
In the present we use can (a modal verb) or be able to (not a modal verb).
+ The children can swim but they can’t dive yet.

I can help you on Monday but not on Tuesday.
– I can’t decide what it is.
? Can you say what’s in your photo?

be able to is less common:
My grandfather is able to cook his own meals but he isn’t able to walk to the shops.
I’m not able to answer that question.

In the past we use could or was able to:
He could / was able to walk when he was one.
The athletes couldn’t/weren’t able to train because the weather was bad.

For all other forms, we use be able to:
Future: Team A will be able to come back next week.
Present perfect: Team A hasn’t been able to answer the question yet.
Infinitive: Team A hopes to be able to come back next week.

We also use can and could for permission, offers and requests. (See Unit 13 Modals 1.)

B2

B1

!

➡C1, C2

➡C3, C4

B Grammar
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Underline the correct verbs.

Carlotta: I can’t find my keys and I’m late. There (1) might/must be a lot of traffic in
town so I need to hurry. They’re not in my bag so they (2) must/can’t be in the
flat somewhere.

George: Have you looked in the kitchen?

Carlotta: They (3) can’t/could be there because I haven’t been in the kitchen. They 
(4) must/might be in the bedroom because I changed my clothes there or they
(5) could/must be on the table in the hall. I’ll go and look. No, they’re not there.

George: Did you leave them in the car?

Carlotta: They (6) could/can’t be in the car because I opened the door with them. They
(7) can’t/must be here somewhere.

George: I can’t see them. Let’s think. They (8) might/can’t be in your coat pocket
because you weren’t wearing one but they (9) can’t/might be in your jeans
pocket. Have you looked there?

Carlotta: Oh, thanks. I’ve found them. I (10) can/may be home a bit late tonight. Bye.

Look at these photographs. Where are they? Write three sentences for each photograph
beginning It might be ..., It could be ..., It can’t be ..., It must be ... Use the places in the box.

C2

C1

Sweden Nepal Australia India Brazil South Africa 

It can’t be Australia.
It might be Nepal.
It must be 

C Grammar exercises
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Write can, can’t, could or couldn’t in the spaces.

1 I’m sorry I come to your party. I’m busy on Saturday.

2 You sing much better than that when you were younger.

3 Rachel’s son count to 20 and he’s only two!

4 We didn’t speak the language so we understand what the woman said.

5 you read that notice from here? I haven’t got my glasses with me. 

6 I know that man but I remember his name.

7 Anne-Marie likes to sit close to the stage so she see the actors’ faces clearly. 

8 I’m afraid of going on a boat because I swim.

9 When I was a teenager I walked everywhere because I drive.

10 you write your name when you started school?
11 He looked everywhere for the ring but he find it.
12 you open this window? I’ve tried, but it’s too heavy.

Fill in the gaps with words from the box. C4

C3

1 None of the students able to read the teacher’s writing.

2 Your sister speaks very good Spanish. you able to speak any foreign
languages?

3 you be able to finish that homework by tomorrow?

4 They able to see anything from the plane because it was cloudy.

5 I’m sorry, I able to come to your wedding next month because I’ve got
exams.

6 He able to take a holiday since last summer.

7 If you want to do the diving course, you have able to swim.

8 I looked everywhere but I able to find the photograph because Laura 
had it.

9 Rebecca able to lend you some money or do you want me to give you some?

10 Let’s phone the theatre. We may able to get seats for tonight.

11 I wanted to invite James but I able to contact him.

12 The manager able to see you now. Can you come back tomorrow?

can’t

are be is to be hasn’t been haven’t been isn’t will
weren’t wasn’t won’t be were 

were
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Reading Part 1
● Look at the text in each question.
● What does it say?
● Mark the letter next to the correct explanation – A, B or C.

1 A It is possible to pay bills of more than £5 by
credit card.

B We can give you cash if you pay your bill by
credit card.

C We will charge you extra if you pay bills of
under £5 by credit card. 

2 A Sarah is happy to go and get a different book 
if Ed wants her to.

B Sarah is worried that the book isn’t suitable 
for Tom.

C Sarah wants Ed to give the book to Tom.

3 A Refreshments are included in the price of
concert tickets.

B Students who help with the concert get free
refreshments.

C Students don’t pay for concert tickets if they
help with the refreshments.

Ed

I’ve bought this book for Tom but it
might be too difficult for him. If
you think it is, can you take it back
and get another one? Thanks. Sarah

One free concert ticket

for students who can

serve refreshments

during interval.

We can’t accept credit cards if 
you spend £5 or less. 

Please have enough cash. 

D Exam practice
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4 A Gemma is sure her gloves are in Katie’s
bedroom.

B Gemma has searched everywhere for Katie’s
gloves. 

C Gemma thinks her gloves are in Katie’s
bedroom.

5 A Trudi thinks Nick is still on holiday.

B Trudi wants Simon to phone Nick for her.

C Trudi hopes Simon can help her find Nick.

Grammar focus task

Rewrite these sentences using a modal verb – can, can’t, must or might. It is not possible 
to change one of the sentences. 

1 We are not able to accept credit cards if you spend £5 or less. 

2 It is possible that the book is too difficult for Tom. 

3 Are you able to take it back? 

4 One free concert ticket for students who are able to serve refreshments.

5 Gemma thinks her gloves are in Katie’s bedroom.

6 Gemma is sure her gloves are in Katie’s flat.

7 She hasn’t been able to contact Nick.  

8 He definitely isn’t on holiday. 

To: Katie
From: Gemma

Can you look for my gloves? They might
be in your bedroom because I put my
coat there. I’ve looked everywhere here
so they must be in your flat.

Simon, Trudi phoned. She hasn’t
been able to contact Nick. She
knows he can’t be on holiday
because he’s got an exam
tomorrow! Can you tell her if you
know where he is? 
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