
Look at the picture. 
What do you think 
the woman is saying?

A1

You are going to hear Nick telling his friend Will about what happened. Answer
these questions.

1 How did Nick’s mother feel when she got home? 4 What had Nick’s mother paid him to do?

2 What hadn’t Nick done? 5 Why can’t Nick go out tonight?

3 What did Nick offer to do? 6 What does Will offer to do?

Listen again and write the words Nick uses when he reports his conversation with
his mother. 

1 She said I go out because I tidied the house.

2 She said she visitors and the house dirty and untidy.

3 I said I wash up.

4 She said my friends help too.

5 I said I washed the car the week before.

6 She said she going to keep my pocket money.

Here are the words Nick and his mother actually said. Match them to the reported
sentences above. Underline the words which change. 

Nick: I’ll wash up. a

Mum: You can’t go out because you haven’t tidied the house. b

Nick: I washed the car last week.  c

Mum: I’m expecting visitors and the house is dirty and untidy. d

Mum: Your friends should help too. e

Mum: I’m going to keep your pocket money. f

Look at the verbs you have underlined. Which verb doesn’t change? 

A4
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Reporting what someone said
After a reporting verb like said, we usually change the tenses.
B1

B Grammar

present simple  � past simple

The house is dirty. She said (that) the house was dirty. 

present continuous  � past continuous

I’m expecting visitors. She said (that) she was expecting visitors.

past simple  � past perfect

I washed the car. I said (that) I’d /had washed the car.

present perfect  � past perfect

You haven’t tidied the house. She said I hadn’t tidied the house.

am going to � was going to

I’m / I am going to keep your pocket money. She said (that) she was going to keep my pocket money.

will � would

I’ll / I will wash up. I said (that) I’d / would wash up. 

can � could

You can’t go out. She said I couldn’t go out.



could/would/should/might don’t change:

The past perfect doesn’t change:

When we report must
+ We change must to had to:

– We don’t change mustn’t:

Words which change 
We often need to change pronouns when we report what someone said:
I � he or she, you � them or us, my � his or her, we � they, our � their
I can’t go out with you because my mother’s kept my money. � He said he couldn’t go out with
them because his mother had kept his money. 

Words about time and place also change:
today � that day tonight � that night
tomorrow � the next day yesterday � the day before
next week � the following week last week � the week before
now � then this � that
here � there
I often buy bread here in this shop � She said she often bought bread there in that shop.

B2

I couldn’t understand. � He said that he couldn’t understand.

I hadn’t expected her to come home early. � He said that he
hadn’t expected her to come home early.

Your friends should help. � She said my friends should help.

You must stay at home. � She said I had to stay at home.

You mustn’t do that again. � She said I mustn’t do that again.

!
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Complete each sentence so that it means the same as the first.

1 He said he was hungry. I hungry.

2 They said they were going to be late. We late. 

3 She said she had never flown in a helicopter before. I in a helicopter
before.

4 She said they had to get a taxi home. You get a taxi home.

5 They said they’d bought a new computer the day before. We a new 
computer yesterday.

6 He said she should try harder. You try harder.

7 She said she was waiting for her friend. I for my friend.

8 He said he loved cheese. I cheese.

9 She said she would send me an email the next day. I you an 
email tomorrow.

10 He said his brother was looking for a new job. My brother for a new job.

A queue of people are waiting outside a new restaurant. Report what they said.  

1 ‘I’ll come back later.’ He said he come back later.

2 ‘We can’t get a table.’ They said they a table.

3 ‘We arrived at 6 pm.’ They said they at 6 pm. 

4 ‘We’re going to wait.’ They said they .

5 ‘I’ve never eaten Thai food before.’ He said he Thai food before.

6 ‘The restaurant is too small.’  She said the restaurant too small.

7 ‘There won’t be a free table for at least an hour.’ They said there a free
table for at least an hour.

8 ‘We’d expected to get a table.’ They said they to get a table.

9 ‘We didn’t reserve a table.’ They said they a table.

10 ‘We’re going home.’ They said they home.

C2

C1
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Look at a policeman’s report and then fill in the gaps in the conversation below.
Change the underlined words. 

C3

A woman called the police station about a car parked near her flat. I went to the street

to talk to her. 

She told me that she had seen the car several times before. She said she’d seen it there

the week before for the first time. But the day before two men had got out. They’d

looked at all the houses in that street. I asked her if I could phone her that evening or

the next day to ask some more questions. She agreed.

Policeman: Can (1) tell me about the car please?

Woman: (2) ’ve seen it several times before. (3) saw it 
(4) (5) for the first time. But (6) two
men got out. They looked at all the houses in (7) street.

Policeman: Can I phone (8) (9) or (10) to ask
some more questions?

Woman: Of course.

Read what Sally said to Anne-Marie on the phone, then complete the email which
Anne-Marie sent to her brother later. 

‘I was at a Coldplay concert yesterday. I climbed onto the
stage at the end. Chris Martin kissed my hand so I’ll never
wash it again! I’m going to get their new CD tomorrow. I can’t
think about anything except their music! I’ve read everything
on their website. Perhaps I might write them a letter.’

C4

POLICE

you

Hi
Sally phoned me last weekend and said 1 at a Coldplay concert 
2 . She said that 3 onto the stage at the end and
Chris Martin 4 hand so 5 it again. She said 
6 their new CD 7 because 8
about anything except their music. She said 9 everything on their 
website. and perhaps 10 them a letter.
Isn’t she crazy?!
CU
Anne-Marie

she’d been



Here are some sentences about a flat.
For each question, complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first.
Use no more than three words.

Example:

0 I moved to this flat one week ago.

I’ve lived in this flat one week.

1 My cousin lived here before.

My cousin used here.

2 He said he wanted to live in a bigger flat.

He said ‘ to live in a bigger flat.’

3 It’s nicer than my friend’s flat. 

My friend’s flat isn’t this flat.

4 It’s got a lovely view over the river.

There  a lovely view over the river.

5 My friend said she’d never seen a view like it.

My friend said ‘I a view like it.’

Grammar focus task

Here are some more things people said about the flat. Report them.

1 My father said ‘I don’t like the colour of the walls.’

My father said he the colour of the walls.

2 My boyfriend said ‘I can help you paint them.’

My boyfriend said he me paint them.

3 My mother said ‘I’ll lend you some curtains.’

My mother said she me some curtains.

4 My brother said ‘I’m going to visit you soon.’

My brother said he visit me soon.

for

! This task tests 
grammar from the 

rest of the book 
as well as the 

grammar in 
this unit.

D Additional practice

Sentence transformation
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