
A STORY

Exam task

Complete the story with the correct form of the 
verbs in brackets. Use the past simple, past 
continuous or past perfect.

1

2

Exam fact

Family and friends

Send us a story!

We are looking for stories for our English-language magazine for young people. Your story 
must begin with this sentence:

When Max opened the letter, he was so excited that that he started dancing around the room.

Your story must include:

•	 a journey

•	 a meeting

Write your story.

Ellie rang the doorbell and (1) .......................... 
(stand) by the door while she (2) .......................... 
(wait) for her friend to answer it. She was feeling slightly 
nervous. Her friend, Sara, (3) .......................... (call) 
her earlier to ask her to come round at six o’clock, but 
she (4) .......................... (not give) her a reason. Ellie (5) .......................... (not know) what to expect.

Before long, Sara (6) .......................... (come) to the door. “Come in,” she (7) .......................... 
(say) cheerfully. “We’ll go into the living room.” “Why are there no lights on?” Ellie 
(8) .......................... (ask). “Oh, I (9) .......................... (watch) a fi lm,” Ellie replied casually. “I like 
watching fi lms in the dark. I’ll put the lights on now.” As soon as she put the lights on, Ellie realised 
why Sara (10) .......................... (be) so secretive earlier. The room was full of all her friends, 
and one of them (11) .......................... (hold) a cake with candles on it. “Happy birthday!” they all 
(12) .......................... (shout) !
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WRITING PART 2 6

In Writing Part 2, there may be a question asking you to write a story. 

Read the task. Write your answer in 230–300 words in an appropriate style.



3

•	 You must begin your story with the prompt sentence. 

•	 Make sure you include both the ideas mentioned in the instructions.

•	 Remember to use a range of past tenses – past simple, past continuous and past perfect.

Exam tips

Read the speech bubbles. Then complete the sentences with adverbs formed from the adjectives 
in the box.

cheerful confident furious honest impatient nervous proud unexpected

1. Where is she? It’s so annoying!  Fran was waiting .......................... for her friend. 
I can’t believe she’s so late!

2. Of course I’m very angry – you’ve  Sam reacted .......................... when his brother 
broken my phone! broke his phone.

3. What a great day for going  Johnny greeted his friends .......................... as 
to the beach! they got on the bus.

4. Of course I can do it! No problem! Ralph accepted the challenge .......................... .

5. I won the tournament! I’m so  Dan told his parents .......................... that he had 
pleased with myself! won the tournament.

6. What are you doing here, Freddie?  Freddie arrived .......................... . 
I thought you were on holiday.

7. Yes, I promise I’ll tell you the truth  Mia promised to speak .......................... about what 
about what happened. had happened.

8. I’m really worried that I may have  Ruth opened her exam results .......................... . 
failed my exams!
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