
AN ARTICLE

Complete the travel problems with the words and phrases in the boxes. There are two 
words in each box that you don’t need.

horn   lane   overtake   reverse   rush hour   traffic jam
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Travel and holidays

connection  immigration  landing  scheduled  stopover  terminal

Driving in Paris isn’t easy. We made the mistake of trying to drive across the city at 7.30 
in the morning – right in the middle of the morning (1) .......................... ! First, we were 
stuck in a huge (2) .......................... for about twenty minutes. When we started moving 
again, we tried to (3) .......................... another car because it was going so slowly, 
but we ended up in the wrong (4) .......................... by mistake and had to turn off in 
completely the wrong direction – it was a nightmare!
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I flew to Australia last summer with my family and it was awful! We chose a cheap route, 
changing at Singapore. Although our flight from London to Singapore was  
(5) .......................... to leave at 6.30 in the morning, it didn’t take off until 10.30, so 
we spent hours waiting in the (6) .......................... . Then, because this flight was  
delayed, we missed our (7) .......................... to Sydney, so we had to spend an extra 
day in Singapore. When we finally got on our plane to Australia, the weather was really 
bad, and the (8) .......................... at Sydney airport was very scary. I was so glad to 
finally be there!
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Exam facts
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WRITING

• In Part 1 you must respond appropriately to a given input to produce a formal response for an 
intended public audience

• You have to write between 150 and 200 words.

TASK: Instruction to write a letter, report, argument or article using a written, graphic or visual
 input and the intended reader specified expressing stance, opinion, justification, argumentation



Exam task

3

2
Choose the correct alternatives to complete the article.Choose the correct alternatives to complete the article.

Are you looking for somewhere different to go on holiday? Why 

not try India? I went there last year, and had an amazing three 

weeks!

(1) As soon as / At fi rst we drove out of the airport, I felt as 

though I was in a different world. There were so many people, 

and so many interesting things to look at. I couldn’t speak 

(2) after / for some time because I was so busy looking 

around me. Half an hour (3) later / longer we arrived at our hotel, left our bags there and decided to go out and 

explore. (4) Immediately / At fi rst, everything felt strange. Seeing cows on the streets of busy towns and cities 

was certainly new to me! But (5) before long / at the same time I started to feel more at home in this fascinating 

and colourful country. We saw many wonderful sights (6) as / between we travelled around. One day we watched 

some people riding camels through a town centre, while (7) fi nally / at the same time normal life went on around 

them! Everyone we met was really friendly. I felt ill one day when we were out sightseeing, and people (8) at fi rst / 

immediately came to offer me help. When it was (9) lastly / fi nally time for us to go home, I was surprised at how 

upset I felt. I can’t wait to go back!

A trip to a different

Articles wanted

The best holiday I have ever had

Where was your best holiday, and who were you with? 
What did you do, and why was it so good?

We will publish the best articles on our website.

Write your article.
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You see this announcement on an English-language website. Write your answer in 150-200 
words in an appropriate style.
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